


The Board and staff of East Gippsland Art Gallery acknowledge the Brabralung people of the 

Gunaikurnai Nation as the traditional custodians of the land on which the Gallery stands and 

where we meet, exhibit and celebrate art and culture. We pay our respect to Elders past, 

present and emerging.

As a cultural institution and people who live on Gunaikurnai country we are committed to 

working, exhibiting, and managing events that are respectful to the land and its people.



GOALS

• Engagement: Engage people across the whole of East Gippsland and ensure all members of our community feel 

welcome within the East Gippsland Art Gallery space.

• Diversity: Support, encourage and promote the skill and creativity of artists from all backgrounds.

• Innovation: Celebrate visual arts through dynamic programming and exhibit challenging, exciting and innovative art.

• Learning: Provide quality educational programming, giving the community opportunities to learn and appreciate 

visual art.

• Collaboration: Work inclusively, ethically, and collaboratively.







East Gippsland Art Gallery members support the 

gallery both financially and personally. I often 

speak with members who visit the gallery, and 

they are always complimentary of our exhibitions 

and how we engage with our community. It’s 

always a pleasure for Sonia, Lisa and I to catch up 

with our members and I thank you for your 

continued support of all that we do and all that 

we are trying to achieve.

East Gippsland Art Gallery would not be the 

important arts establishment that it is without 

volunteers. 

I am passionate about acknowledging their 

commitment to the running of the gallery and I 

would like to particularly mention our Volunteer 

Coordinator Helga Ruffles who is dedicated and a 

gloriously positive member of our team.

Members and Volunteers



Exhibitions 
July 2019 – June 
2020





PLACES

• Places featured the work of Cynthia Boyle, 

Catherine Cotter and Ngaere Donald

• This exhibition explored the travels of all three 

artists.

• A shared love of landscape large and small, familiar 

and new, wet and dry, populated and wild unites 

these three East Gippsland artists. 

• The exhibition opening was amazing. On the same 

evening we opened The Space Between, works by 

Jill Hermans and Jes John. The local community 

came out in force. I don’t think we could have fitted 

any more into the gallery if we tried.

A Few Exhibitions in Focus



Moongan and Lit 

Ray Thomas and Tirilli Thomas

Both Tirilli and his father Ray honoured their Gunnai ancestors through incorporating 

and refining the traditional markings and patterns of the original Gunnai Maraaga

(sheilds) from the Keeping Place and the Melbourne Museum archives within their 

work.

Ray Thomas is a well-respected artist whose skill has been honed over many years and 

his signature 3-dimensional style is instantly recognisable as belonging to Ray. Tirilli is 

relatively new to Visual Arts and created carved works that featured beautiful burnings.

Moongan and Lit means father and child in Gunnai language. Sharing this space on 

Gunnai Wurruk with my youngest son Tirilli has filled me with pride as a Moongan. We 

dedicate this show to our Raymond Noel Lindsay Thomas, (15-8-1986 - 25-6-2017) one 

of Tirilli’s older brothers, my middle Lit, whom we tragically lost. Everybody loves 

Raymond.' - Ray Thomas



Next Generation

• This exhibition featured artwork from 19 East 

Gippsland Primary and Secondary Schools. We had 

a great opening which was well attended by many 

of the exhibiting artists and their parents/carers.

• During the show we had a lot of Grandparents visit 

the gallery. Many who had never visited the gallery 

before.

• It’s important to note that 13 art teachers attended 

the opening and during the exhibition we were 

visited by 7 East Gippsland Schools for a tour and 

talk.



EGAG WRAP 2019

• Once again, the WRAP was sponsored by Simon Anderson 

Consultants. 

• Anne Robertson from the Public Galleries Association of 

Victoria travelled down from Melbourne to judge the prize. 

• The winner of the $2,000 prize was Jill Hermans. 

• At the last minute, Carina Turner added an environmental 

award worth $500. This award went to Penny Carruthers.

• The opening was a great night which was followed up by a 

special opening of the Foundry and the Christmas exhibition of 

the Bairnsdale District Art Society.

• We sold $6800 of artwork during the exhibition, with 100% 

going to artists



Animal Dreaming by Patricia Pittman

• Animal Dreaming by Patricia Pittman at Krowathunkooloong

Keeping Place.

• This exhibition featured original pen and ink drawings that Patricia 

worked on during a twelve-month period. She is dedicated to her 

arts practice and this is evident in her distinct style and intricate 

artistry.

• Patricia Pittman is a Yuin artist originally from Bega, but now settled 

in Bairnsdale. Patricia is a highly prolific artist and this This was her 

first solo exhibition.

• She was thrilled to be exhibiting at Krowathunkooloong Keeping 

Place and we were thrilled to help her do that.

• It was great to work with Rob Hudson.



Mr Chicken Comes To Bairnsdale

Leigh Hobbs

• East Gippsland Art Gallery was thrilled to exhibit the artwork 

of renowned children’s author Leigh Hobbs. Australia’s 

Children’s Laureate 2016 - 2017, Leigh’s humorous 

children’s books are loved and celebrated across the United 

Kingdom and Australia

• Mr Chicken comes to Bairnsdale was a lovely exhibition to 

have on show in the gallery. The opening, the workshop and 

the book signing was so much fun, and it was extremely 

exciting for children and the young at heart.

• Unfortunately the exhibition closed early due to COVID19 

restrictions.

• Prior to this, we had many schools visit for workshops 

delivered by Melanie.





Printing Project

• The Koorie Artist Development Project is a program that 

centres around a sustainable model that supports three 

Koorie artists from creation to market. Expanding the 

financial capacity of their creative practice and art work.

• Participating artists Alfie Hudson, Patricia Pittman and 

Chris Mongta have extended their skill base in the art of 

Lino carving and printing. Resulting in a body of limited 

edition prints.

• This body of work will be exhibited in the annual 

Reconciliation exhibition held at the gallery.

• The next step will focus on creating additional financial 

income from their artwork by creating merchandise. 

• Thank you to East Gippsland Shire Council for funding 

this project.



Regenerate RestART Renew
A program based around the concept that art is always a form of 
healing.
Post Bushfires.

• As soon as we returned to work after the catastrophic bushfires, we rang Andrea 

Farley, a local arts therapist to discuss how the gallery could help people who had 

suffered trauma heal.

• By chance, Gandel Philanthropy reached out after the bushfires to offer financial 

assistance for arts-based programs.

• The result was Regenerate, RestART, Renew, a program that would allow Andrea and 

Mel to travel into remote areas of East Gippsland and offer small communities a series 

of 6 workshops to be run over 6 weeks. 

• Andrea reports to me regularly so that I can pass on news to Gandel.

• She has told me that the response to this program has been incredible, with 

communities pleading for her to come to their town halls to deliver this program.

• We have funding to run this for 6 months, but because she can see the tremendous 

need in the East Gippsland community, she is going to stretch that money as far as she 

can.

• Regenerate, RestART, Renew has only been running during unrestricted times.
Wairewa Town Hall



SNAIL MAIL

• When we went into lock down, we had to use our creative minds to think 

of ways that we could connect with our community.

• We invited children to participate in a fun and exciting project - Snail Mail 

Project.

• Working in collaboration with Linden New Art in St Kilda, the idea was to 

get children from the country and the city to start a conversation. All 

children were in the same situation but lived in different environments.

• The child writes a letter and makes a small handmade gift to send to 

someone who lives far away, and they send a letter back.

• It has been a lovely project which is still continuing. I know of a number 

of children who have made Pen Pals.

• An email we received from a parent.

My daughter Zoe received your snail mail letter. She was so excited to 
receive and read Mila's letter and Zoe has mailed a letter back to Mila. 
Thank you for involving our family in this project.





Artists in Isolation
• Artists in Isolation was an East Gippsland Art 

Gallery project that offered artists from the 

Gippsland region and beyond the 

opportunity to share their stories of life in 

isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic. We 

asked, how might your arts practice be 

evolving and changing in response to 

changing times?

• This was an idea that Lisa and Sonia 

developed and resulted in media coverage 

across several platforms. A total of 38 artists 

participated.

















Artist
Insight



Life Drawing in the Gallery

• We are very fortunate to have Daniel Jenkins run Life 

Drawing workshops within the gallery.

• He is dedicated to this traditional art form and organises 

regular un-tutored classes in this space. They are very well 

attended by local artists who would otherwise not have 

this opportunity. Thank you Daniel!

• Unfortunately many were cancelled due to COVID19



Gallery Operations Report 2019/20

• During the past twelve months, whilst encountering many challenges I have enjoyed contributing to the development of varied, creative and innovative 

exhibitions.

• We have experienced significantly less visitors to reception than previous years unfortunately. 

• I manage the reception, retail shop, administrative and operational support as well as identifying opportunities with artists and projects as they present 

themselves.

• I have assisted in the physical and technical installation of exhibitions; the organisation of artist talks and the coordination of exhibition openings and events.

• This year I developed a COVID -19 Safety plan for Gallery and implemented changes to the building and procedures for staff and visitors which included 

modifications to our reception area and gallery spaces.

• I have been involved in attending some offsite art spaces and studios including but not limited to:

• the studio of Leigh Hobbs to support the planning and pre-selection of artworks for the February 2020 exhibition

• Gillian Kline at Freestone press in Briagolong for the Koorie Printing project

• Orbost Exhibition centre to present at a professional development session on engaging with visitors, artists and retail procedures for galleries.

• Roy Morgan Research site visit to extensive art collection in preparation for Chevalier exhibition



• Media and communications Report 2019/20

• Every year is busier here at East Gippsland Art Gallery and this year has been no exception. As the media and communications person, my 

primary role is to design print and online media, maintain, update and evolve our web and social media presence. I contribute press 

releases and photos to local and wider print media publications.

• I promote the Gallery and exhibitions through a range of 3rd party online platforms such as Visit Victoria, Regional Arts Victoria and Public 

Galleries Association of Victoria. 

• I represent exhibiting artists’ work through a constant and ever-changing series of high-quality professional photos and design.

• These lockdowns have been really busy times for me as we have worked to put many new projects online and we have successfully

increased our online presence and engagement during these times.

• During the first lockdown, early in the year, I created an online project, Artists in Isolation. This project offered artists from the Gippsland 

region and beyond the opportunity to share their stories of life in isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic. Artists in Iso showcased the 

work and stories of 39 artists. We drove many visitors to our website and engagement increased by 3000%.

• I photographed the Koorie Print Project and created design and create merchandise.



Arts Learning Coordinator

• When I first began in the role I sent Introductory emails to all contacts and gallery members presenting myself in the new role.

• The workshop series began with a collaboration with Arts Therapist, Andrea Farley from Gippsland Lakes Complete Health. After a number of meetings and 

discussions on how best to offer the arts as a tool for recovery, a series of workshops titled Art for Kids were planned and run at the East Gippsland Library. As part 

of this we re-established the Kids Activity Table at gallery.

• The annual NGV for Kids holiday workshops were the first on-site workshops run by myself at the Gallery.

• I created specific resources for visiting schools, teachers and families to utilise at the gallery. The resources were aimed at increasing engagement with a variety of 

our exhibitions.

• Resources were developed specifically for High School students Studio Art Unit 1-2 students. 

• The highlight of the exhibition calendar this year was the Leigh Hobbs Mr Chicken exhibitions. As part of the event I ran a series of workshops for primary schools at 

the Gallery. One workshop was run on-site at Paynesville Primary school before COVID-19 restrictions came into place.

• During lockdown I produced a series of online activities including a video series as part of our new Creative At Home/Creative Online learning program.

• Feedback from Sally Bailey, VCE Studio Art Teacher, Nagle College - Just thought I would write a note thanking the East Gippsland Gallery and yourself as educations 

officer for putting together the virtual tours and information that relates to the Studio Arts Unit 4 Art in industry information that relates to the Gallery and how it 

runs and is supported. As we move back into remote learning I was very relieved to know that this had already been produced.

• I assisted Andrea Farley for the Regenerate RestART Renew project We were able to run 6 workshops at Wairewa and 2 workshops at Bruthen before the second 

lockdown took place.



Energy Efficient Upgrades

• Thanks to East Gippsland Shire Council, the gallery building 

received energy efficient upgrades.

• Included in these upgrades was the installation of solar panels, 

replacement of down lights and fluorescents with energy 

efficient LED, a new fridge, hot water system and the 

installation of new air conditioning units. 

• This project is anticipated to save the gallery $3,300 a year in 

electricity and 15 tonnes of CO2, and result in EGAG being 

close to energy neutral.

• Thanks to Bec Lamble and East Gippsland Shire Council for 

their efforts in ensuring the gallery building received these 

upgrades.

• And the Mayor popped in for a promotional pic.







Thankyou!

• Thank you to East Gippsland Shire Council staff Katherine McDonald, Sascha Johns, Kris Wayne, Jodie Pitkin and CEO 

Anthony Basford for their support and guidance. They have all gone above and beyond in their roles at Shire. We 

appreciate all that they have done over the past year and we look forward to working with them in the future.

• Thank you to East Gippsland Shire Councillors for their enthusiasm and support of the arts in East Gippsland and all 

the following Councillors for their support in attending and speaking at exhibition openings. EGSC Mayor Cr John 

White, Cr Joe Rettino, Cr Richard Ellis, Cr Colin Toohey, Cr Jackson Roberts and Cr Marianne Pelz.

• Thank you to Creative Victoria for their continuing support of our ever-growing Public Art Gallery in East Gippsland. 

Particularly Tania Grant and Rohini Sharma for their guidance and encouragement of all that we do.

• Thank you to Public Galleries Association of Victoria. Anne and Lucy have advocated for support from State 

Government and were successful with funding to employ the Arts Learning Coordinator position until 2023.

• Sonia, Lisa and I have been fortunate to work with an amazing Board of Management over the past 12 months. I 

would like to thank the Board for their support, contributions and positive attitude.



• There are two volunteers who regularly help install exhibitions in the Gallery which is greatly appreciated by the 

Gallery staff. Thank you to Margaret Crocker and Rod Callaghan for their hard work, expertise and creative 

insight. You are both great additions to our team.

• The East Gippsland Art Gallery has a strong community base, relying heavily on volunteers to help run the Gallery 

in a professional capacity. At present, we have 40 volunteer members who open the Gallery on Saturdays from 

10.00am until 2.00pm. Many of these volunteers also volunteer their time at Exhibition openings by preparing 

food, serving drinks and nibbles, cleaning, and just generally being very helpful and professional. Thank you to 

our Volunteer Coordinator, Helga Ruffles for running and organising these important rosters. Helga is truly a gem 

and a valued member of the East Gippsland Art Gallery Team.

• If it wasn’t for our volunteer’s commitment and the donation of their valuable time, the East Gippsland Art 

Gallery would not be the important arts establishment that it is. 



The End


